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INTRODUCTION 

 

 The Carter House property is owned by the State of Tennessee and operated by the 

Battle of Franklin Trust. The site is open to the general public and includes the historic Carter 

House, historic Carter smokehouse, historic farm office, reconstructed slave cabin, and modern 

museum and interpretive center, as well as the Carter garden and orchard, both restored. A 

second parcel nearby includes the site of the Carter cotton gin house. The state also owns the 

adjacent property, where the gymnasium for the former Franklin High School still stands, and 

future development of this property is included in other sections of this Master Plan. During the 

Civil War, Union troops used this property, a piece of high ground, to defend from advancing 

Confederate troops to the south of this location. As a result, this site became the center of 

desperate fighting during the 1864 Battle of Franklin.  

 

The Carter House represents multiple layers of history covering a number of historical 

topics. Based on the site capacity at this time, the interpretation of the site will focus on one 

story, the Battle of Franklin, and substories will be told through the battle narrative. As the site 

capacity grows, the secondary stories should be expanded, with an ultimate goal of equal 

interpretative effort given to all the layers of history represented by the Carter House landscape. 

Since the story of the Battle of Franklin and its place in the Civil War and Reconstruction of the 

United States is well documented, this report does not attempt to redo that excellent work. 

Instead, this report identifies additional stories that may be told from the Battle story. These 

secondary storylines are developed here as individual themes for interpretation.  

 

 

BATTLE OF FRANKLIN 

 

 “Boys, this will be short but desperate!” C.S. Gen. Ortho Strahl, before the Battle of 

Franklin.1 

 

 When Fountain Branch Carter, patriarch of the Carter family, built his one and a half 

story Flemish brick home one mile on the outskirts of Franklin in 1830, he never envisioned his 

land to become synonymous with one of the bloodiest battles of the Civil War.  The Carter 

House, located on a hill along the Columbia Pike, sits on a hill and became a strategic location 

for Major General Jacob Cox of General John Schofield’s army to select as his headquarters in 

the early morning of November 30, 1864.  As Cox and his men neared exhaustion after an all 

night march from Spring Hill, Cox remembered the Carter House, “was on our left hand as we 

approached the town, and was partially hidden by a grove of trees a little way south of it.”  Cox 

awoke Fountain Branch Carter and his son Moscow, a paroled Confederate officer, he was 

using their home as a temporary headquarters. Carter offered Cox full use of their front parlor. 

Cox and his fellow officers attempted to catch up on much needed sleep, however, a distressed 

General John Schofield awakened Cox and informed him of their precarious situation.  

                                                
1
 Stanley F. Horn, The Army of Tennessee (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1941), 403. 
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Schofield’s primary objective was to move his 800 wagon trains, 60 pieces of artillery, and 

25000+ men to assist Commanding General George Thomas reinforce Nashville.  Upon the 

Federal army’s arrival in Franklin, Schofield recognized quickly the bridges that crossed the 

Harpeth River were no longer standing.  “The pontoons are not here, the county bridge is gone, 

and the ford is hardly passable. You must take command of the Twenty-third Corps, and put it in 

position here (at the Carter House) to hold Hood back at all hazards till we an get our trains 

over, and fight with the river in front of us. I will give you the batteries from the Fourth Corps, in 

place of yours, as they come in.”2 

 

 Upon receiving the orders to fortify the area, Cox positioned troops, reinforced the 

breastworks, and would, if needed, fight Confederate John Bell Hood’s Army of Tennessee.  He 

immediately ordered three brigades of his own division to strengthen their lines as he positioned 

his men from the east of the Columbia Turnpike to the Harpeth River.  Cox had Colonel Israel 

Stiles move his brigade to strengthen the line between the river and Lewisburg Pike, one of 

three main roads that ran from Franklin to the south.  (The river as well as the Pikes and 

Nashville and Decatur Railroad became strategically important as the Federal army entrenched 

themselves in wait of the Confederate army.) Lying in between the Columbia Pike and 

Lewisburg Pike was Carter’s cotton gin.  The men began to dig hard.  The topography of the 

landscape sloped up to the left of the Carter House and as the Federal troops dug to the right of 

the House by the cotton gin, the land leveled.  It was at the cotton gin, men took whatever they 

could find to build breastworks; cotton bales, dismantled the lint shed, including as much of the 

outer gin walls. Moscow Carter recalled, “the soldiers went so far as to grab seed cotton in the 

gin house and throw it into the breastworks.”  The men also took full advantage of a natural 

barrier, Osage orange.  These sticky, thorny bushes gave Federal troops nearest the railroad an 

added protective boundary as did the Locust Grove next to the Carter garden just to the 

southwest of the smokehouse and the family’s fruit orchard.  The Federal army’s line of defense 

made a ‘fish hook’ shape that stretched from Lewisburg Pike/Harpeth River and the Nashville 

Decatur Railroad across Carter’s cotton gin property, over Columbia Pike and around Carter’s 

property towards Carter’s Creek Pike on the left.   

 

 It was at the Carter House, Cox had his men dig “retrenchments” (built on a straight line 

that today, aligns with the white fence line on the property.) as the barricade stopped at the 

Smokehouse and the farm office.  These structures were natural barriers and became a part of 

the battle landscape the late afternoon of November  30, 1864.  Federal troops ripped apart 

fences by the farm office, dismantled the barn, corn crib, slave dwellings; they even went so far 

as to throw farm equipment into the breastworks. He ordered the men to leave only enough 

room for wagons to pass.  Cox’s whole purpose was to block the Pike, leaving enough space for 

Federal troops to move about, however; this opening became the weakest link of the Federal 

line. Cox stated, “Where the line crossed the road, a gap was left of the full width of the road, for 

the continuous lines of wagons and artillery crowded it all the morning.  On the west of it, the 

line continued at right angles to the road for fifty yards on level ground, and then bent to the 

rear, descending the slope somewhat as it did so.  This was with the purpose of placing a 

                                                
2
 Jacob D. Cox, Battle of Franklin, Tennessee, November 30, 1864: A Monograph, 1897, reprinted in 1983. 
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battery on the summit at the right of the brick smoke-house, which could fire over the heads of 

the infantry in the front line, and sweep the approaches in the direction of the Bostick place 

(Everbright which is no longer standing but located in the vicinity of today’s library on Columbia 

Pike).”3 

 

 By 4 pm on November 30, 1864, the bloody battle of Franklin began, and within five 

hours, a total of men from both sides laid dead, wounded, missing or captured.  Five of Hood’s 

generals died in the heat of battle; General John C. Carter (no relation to the Carter family) died 

from his wounds several days later at the Harrison House. General Patrick Cleburne, died close 

to the cotton gin, a single bullet wound to the heart as was General States Rights Gist. General 

Hiram Granbury died early in the battle; a single bullet to the cheek, exploded out of the back of 

his head. General John Adams, found mortally wounded on the battlefield by Federal soldiers, 

carried him back inside of the works.  As he prepared to die, Adams asked to be “sent to the 

Confederate line.”4 The intense hand to hand combat was perhaps the most vile of the entire 

Civil War. The morning after the battle, the Federal army left Franklin; Hood assumed the field 

believing he won a hard earned victory.  But, an examination of the battlefield, would yield a 

different perspective on if any one army truly was victorious.  

 

 “I never saw the dead lay near so thick,” U.S. Colonel Emerson Opdycke reported after 

visiting the works beyond Columbia Pike after the fighting ceased.  A reconnaissance patrol 

from the 104th Ohio found sights and sounds “enough to shock a heart of stone...The air 

seemed close and the smell of blood was everywhere.”  The combat was fierce and from the 

cotton gin to the locust grove, 5,000 dead and wounded laid in grotesque “bundles.”5 J.C. Van 

Duzer told Major Eckert in Nashville on December 1, 1864, “Attack at Franklin last night was a 

severe battle, the enemy acting with all his forces, and suffering heavily in killed, wounded, and 

prisoners.”6   

 

As the sun rose of the Carter’s House the next morning, the family witnessed the bullet-

riddled home and outbuildings and the yard scattered with the debris of the dead. Later, 

Moscow Carter recounted “I counted fifty-seven Union dead soldiers lying dead within an area 

from the smokehouse to about thirty yards north of the house,  Those who examined the Union 

dead at the cotton gin claimed that practically all received bullets to the head, reflecting the 

intense fighting across the parapet.  The heavy headlogs from the cotton gin were shot to 

pieces.”7 

 

                                                
3
 Jacob Cox, Battle of Franklin, p. 55-56. 

4
 Confederate Veteran, 5, p. 300-301. Also Eric Jacobson, For Cause and Country: A Study of the Affair at 

Spring Hill and the Battle of Franklin, p. 320-370. 

5
 Wiley Sword, The Confederacy’s Last Hurrah: Spring Hill, Franklin and Nashville, New York: Harper 

Collins, 1992, 249. 

6
 War of the Rebellion: Official Records of the Union And Confederate Armies, Series I, Vo. 45, Part II 

Correspondence, Washington Government Printing Office, 1894, 4. 

7
 “Col. Moscow B. Carter, interviewed by Frank H. Smith,” July 1, 1906, cited in Rick Warwick’s Williamson 

County Civil War Veterans: Their reunions and Photographs, Nashville: Panacea Press, 2007, 53-56. 
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 After the battle, and the Federal army’s exit to Nashville, Confederate soldiers handled 

the quick and gruesome burial details.  Soldiers, buried in shallow graves where they fell on the 

battlefield, laid side by side; the Blue and Gray.  Franklin residents found the stain of war on 

their lands, their homes, and their commemoration.  by 1865, the Federal government created a 

systematic plan for the reinterment of the dead.  Several Union quartermasters, commissioned 

to find graves as well as scout appropriate areas for new national cemeteries, came to Franklin. 

The sentiment of the Confederate dead was so strong in 1865 and 1866 when the Federal 

quartermasters arrived in Franklin, the idea of a national cemetery did not sit well with the local 

community.  After the removal of several hundred Federal soldiers from the Carter House 

property to Rose Hill cemetery in Columbia, and later on, to Stones River in Murfreesboro or the 

National Cemetery in Nashville, the Confederate soldiers, continued to lay in the fields at the 

Carter House. Union soldiers, removed from Franklin to Columbia, laid side by side with 

Confederate dead in Rose Hill cemetery.  Due to concerns over hostilities and shallow graves 

within Rose Hill, the Federal soldiers were again removed to their final (and current) resting 

place at Stones River.   

 

 It was the vision of John and Carrie McGavock who donated two acres of their own land 

at Carnton and provided a final resting place for 1,481 Confederate dead who gave their lives 

on the battlefield at Franklin. The cemetery became a focal point for Confederate memorial days 

and reunions of the late 1860s and 1870s and eventually for blue-gray reunions from the 1880s 

to the 1920s.8   

  

 

CONNECTIONS TO OTHER FRANKLIN FAMILIES 

 

 The proximity of the Carter House to the Lotz family house lied to the rear of the Federal 

army’s line.  The Lotz house, positioned just northeast of the Carter House, was the home of 

Johann Albert Lotz, his wife Margaretha, and their children Paul,  Augustus and Matilda. 

Originally from Germany, the Lotz family made Franklin their home.  In 1855, Lotz purchased 

five acres of land from Fountain Branch Carter and began contstruction on their home, primarily 

with his own hands. by 1858, the family moved into their new home and although the Lotz family 

did not own slaves, Lotz used his home as a “show place” to showcase much of his work as a 

craftsman.  On the eve of the battle, Matilda Lotz just turned six years old.  Once U.S. General 

Jacob Cox realized a battle was to ensue, he encouraged Fountain Branch and Moscow to find 

cover for their families; the army could not guarantee anyone’s safety.  Albert Lotz feared his 

“wooden plank house” would not protect his family. (Lotz House Museum website, History of the 

Battle of Franklin and the Lotz family.) Fountain Branch asked the Lotz family to join them in the 

Carter House cellar; the Lotz family, along with six year old Matilda, spent the entire evening not 

knowing what would happen to their family or their home. After the battle, their home served as 

a hospital for Confederate and Federal soldiers until the summer of 1865.  

                                                
8
 McGavock Cemetery Book, April 1866, copied by Col. George Cowan in 1910, including a history of the 

cemetery and deed of the land to the Confederate Cemetery Association, Williamson County Archives, Franklin, TN, 
MF AC no.209. 
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 The McGavocks and the Carters were neighbors; their property lines abutted at the 

Nashville Decatur Railroad as it crossed over Lewisburg Pike.  The afternoon of November 30, 

1864, Carrie McGavock stood on her front porch and watched as several hundred Confederate 

troops under the command of Major General William Loring crossed her yard and marched 

through the fields towards the Nashville Decatur Railroad line where the Federal army lied in 

wait.  As the first shots fired, Carrie and her husband John realized their home and land were to 

become part of a battle.  Just as quickly as the men marched across the field, so to were the 

men fired upon. The wounded and dying began to flood the first floor of Carrie and John’s home 

known as Carnton.  By nightfall, Carnton became the largest Confederate field hospital, holding 

as many as 300 men inside and hundreds more in the barn, outbuildings, and yards.  The 

bodies of several Confederate generals, including Patrick Cleburne, laid in state on the back 

porch. Carrie and John gave whatever they had to assist surgeons and medical personnel. 

Carrie personally ripped up her own bedsheets, tablecloths, undergarments, and John’s linen 

shirts to use as bandages. The Confederate wounded “piled almost thirty to a room and soldiers 

occupied a space in all of the outbuildings.”  In later years, Confederate veterans remembered 

Carrie for her kindness she provided after the Battle of Franklin.9 After the war, many 

Confederates buried in makeshift graves after the Battle of Franklin, began to unearth. The 

McGavocks donated two acres of their own land for the proper reburial of the Confederate dead.  

They hired George Cuppet and his brother Marcellus, along with a few others to catalog and 

rebury each soldier within designated sections (divided up by states) in the cemetery.  Once the 

cemetery reburials were complete, Carrie maintained the journal with each soldier’s name until 

the day she died. Multiple reunions held in the McGavocks grove included a ceremony in the 

cemetery as well as a march to the Carter House.    

 

 

BATTLE OF FRANKLIN IN THE CONTEXT OF THE CIVIL WAR 

 

 The American Civil War remains one of the most compelling periods in American history.  

It was a war of conflicting and divergent dreams.  For many years, either side commonly 

misunderstood and often misrepresented the Civil War.  But, 150 years later, it is somewhat 

easier to accept and access the war’s true impact.  With the Union occupation of Tennessee in 

February of 1862, ongoing foraging parties, taxation, conscription, the slow but sure demise of 

slavery, and the ever presence of death and disease plaguing the battlefields, hospitals, camps, 

and towns, the people of Middle Tennessee, by the end of 1864, felt the true sting of war.  The 

annals of war may be long searched for a parallel to the desperate valor of the full field charge 

of the Confederate Army of Tennessee at Franklin. This charge, called “the greatest drama in 

American history,” perhaps rivals that of Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg.10 Known as the 

“Gettysburg of the West,” the Battle of Franklin was one of the bloodiest conflicts of the entire 

Civil War.  This battle destroyed any hope for Confederate General John Bell Hood’s 

Confederate army to retake Nashville, move into Kentucky, and then Virginia. But, the 

                                                
9
 Sam Davis Elliott, Soldiers of Tennessee: General Alexander P. Stewart and the Civil War in the West, 

1999, p 245.  Historic Carnton Plantation website. 

10
 Hallowed Ground, Preserving Tennessee’s Civil War Battlefields, Tennessee’s War Commission, 2001. 
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experiences of the men who fought in the war, and particularly at Franklin, remembered the 

horrific events and valor in which their comrades died. S. A. Cunningham tells the perfect 

firsthand account of the desperate situation for soldiers: “The enfilade fire from the cotton gin 

(Cleburne’s brave men failed to take the line across the pike) was so severe that our dead were 

piled upon each other and far on in the battle. I felt that there was no rule of warfare whereby all 

the men should be killed, and said to General Strahl suggestively, ‘What had we better do?’ His 

reply was instant: ‘Keep firing.’”11 

 

 The battle inflicted deep wounds on the citizens of Franklin.  The logistical problems of 

caring for the wounded were overwhelming.  Franklin had forty-four hospitals, and only three 

were for the treatment of Federal soldiers.  Food, sanitation, and shelter were priorities and 

concerns, but the citizens of Franklin fed and cared for the wounded while the wounded on both 

sides recognized their compassion. In 1865, the federal government ordered all Federal dead 

buried at Franklin to be exhumed, but left the Confederate dead.  The sentiment of segregation 

and separation of Federal and Confederate soldiers left an unfavored memory of those citizens 

left behind to care for wounded Federal soldiers after the battle.  Prominent citizens rose to the 

occasion to preserve the memory of the dead. With the reburials of 1,481 Confederates, the 

cemetery became a key focal point for Confederate veterans reunions and memorial days of the 

1860s and 1870s and for blue-gray reunions from the 1880s to the 1920s. 

     

 

REASONS FOR FIGHTING 

 

 In 1861, President Abraham Lincoln’s call to arms asked for 75,000 men to join the army 

to preserve the Union.  The call to arms in the South, particularly in Franklin, swept through the 

town and Williamson County. By 1860, the population of Williamson County was roughly over 

12,000 African Americans and just over 11,000 white.   Years after the war, the public, 

especially white southerners, created a contented perception of the war that “distanced the 

institution of slavery from the coming of the war and embraced military honor and valor as its 

most enduring legacy.”12 

 

 

THE CARTER FAMILY’S WAR EXPERIENCE 

  

 Fountain Branch Carter was born in 1797 to Francis and Sarah Carter, the oldest of 

seven children. The Carter family lived in a log house in Waddell Hollow, west of Franklin. In 

1821, Fountain Carter bought land adjacent to his parents’ property. He married Mary “Polly” 

Atkinson in 1823, and went into business making boots and shoes shortly after, opening a shop 

on East Main Street near the Harpeth River. He and his business partner later expanded the 

                                                
11

 S.A. Cunningham, “Story of a Terrible Battle The Carnage at Franklin, Tennessee, Next to that of the 
Crater,” Southern Historical Society Papers, MTSU, James Walker Library, Special Collections. 

12
 Dwight Pitcaithley, A Cosmic Threat: The National Park Service Addresses the Causes of the American 

Civil War” in Slavery and Public History: The Tough Stuff of American Memory, James Oliver Norton and Lois E. 
Norton, 2006, p 171. 
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business to general merchandise,13 and he and Polly moved into downtown Franklin.14 The two 

had twelve children, eight of whom survived to adulthood: Nisau Red (1824-1827), Moscow 

Branch (1825-1913), Orlander Hortensius (1827-1828), William Augustus (1829-1830), James 

Fountain (1831-1859), SAmuel Atkinson (1833-1837), Mary Alice (1835-1869), Sarah Holcomb 

(1837-1868), Annie Vick (1838-1901), Theodrick “Tod” (1840-1864), Francis Watkins (1842-

1923), FRances Hodge (1844-1901).15 

 

Alice M. Nichol, granddaughter of Fountain Branch Carter, recalled: “The first sound of 

the firing and booming of the cannons, we children all sat around our mother and cried.”  (Mary 

Nichol Britt Collection, Tennessee State Library and Archives, microfilm) Tod Carter, the 

youngest son of Fountain Branch Carter, had not been home in over three years. A courier for 

Confederate General Thomas Benton Smith’s staff, Tod was anxious to return to his home. 

Prior to the battle’s start, he broke off from his regiment and charged for home; Tod would not 

make it even to the yard gate.  According to Alice’s account, Smith rode up to the house saying 

“Captain Carter is severely wounded on the battlefield and I will show you where to find him. 

Aunt Sallie and grandpa went ahead with him, Aunt Fannie and Aunt Sallie McKinney followed 

with lanterns.  My mother kept the children. She and Lena Carter fixed the bed in the family 

room and straightened it up as best they could, so they would have a place to put him.  I can 

never forget seeing two men bringing him in the back way between the smokehouse and the 

boys office that stood by the smokehouse, with a walk and gate between that led into the 

garden.  They found him about 150 yards southwest of the smoke house lying face down thrown 

over his horses’ head, shot nine times in the arms and legs and a ball over his left eye.  He was 

unconscious when they brought him in and laid him down on Aunt Annie’s lounge.  I can still see 

his limp legs and arms now with his Captains uniform and cavalry boots and spurs, he had a 

black hat with a black plume on it.”16 Tod awoke only to utter the words, “home, home, home.” 

He had a simple funeral and laid to rest in Rest Haven cemetery.  For the Carter family, the war 

began and ended at their house.     

 

Following the battle of Franklin, the Carter’s cotton gin was a shell; its weatherboards 

and frame used for the construction of earthworks by the Federal army.  Behind the earthworks 

at the Carter House, bullet-riddled buildings contained the scars of war and the yard littered with 

the debris of the dead.  Moscow Carter “counted fifty-seven Union soldiers lying dead within an 

area from the smokehouse to about thirty yards north of the house.  Those who examined the 

Union dead at the cotton gin claimed that practically all received bullets to the head, reflecting 

the intense fighting across the parapet.  The heavy headlogs from the cotton gin were shot to 

pieces.”17   

 

                                                
13

 Smith and Nance, “Archaeological Investigations,” 5. 

14
 Smith and Nance, “Archaeological Investigations,” 5. 

15
 Smith and Nance, “Archaeological Investigations,” 6. 

16
 Alice Nichols Britt Collection, TSLA. 

17
 “Col. Moscow B. Carter, interview by Frank H. Smith,” July 1, 1906, cited in Rick Warwick’s Williamson 

County Civil War Veterans: Their Reunions and Photographs, 2007, 53-56. 
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 Alice recalled seeing “the negroes raking up the bullets in our yard and carrying them 

across the street burying them as there were so many.  We children went with grandpa and I 

remember seeing General Cleburne lying on the breastworks, and seeing the men carry him off 

on a litter, had to step over the dead and such an awful odor of blood and gunpowder, the whole 

sight made me sick and I flew back to my mother.”18 

 

 Rosalie Carter commemorated the role of Carter Family and Carter House in the Battle 

with the following poems reprinted in 1990 by the Williamson Historical Society: 

 

The Carter House 

The Carter House remembers yet 

The tragic day none can forget, 

That day when all the fields around 

Became a blood-stained battle ground. 

It spends long hours in reverie, 

Recalling scenes that used to be; 

In sighing winds it often hears 

The ebbing life of yesteryears. 

November twilights gather fast; 

Ghost-soldiers than go marching past, 

Some clad in Blue, some wearing Gray, 

As if to fight another day. 

At this old house which once could tell 

Of minie ball and Rebel yell, 

We pause to pray - because we should, 

For peace, and love, and brotherhood. 

 

Tod Carter - Home at Last 

“I am almost home! Come with me boys!” 

They could hear Tod shout above the noise 

Of the cannons’ boom, and shrieking shells, 

The exploding bombs, and Rebel yells! 

 

The Battle raged until near midnight; 

The women prayed. By the dawn’s faint light 

They found him lying among the dead; 

He was wounded in the charge he led. 

 

He was carried through the garden gate, 

While they sobbed in words, compassionate, 

“Our sad hearts ached as the long years passed, 

Now our brother has come home at last!” 

                                                
18

 A. N. Britt Collection, TSLA. 
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LABOR AND AGRICULTURE 

 

 One of the greatest impacts of the Civil War on the agrarian South was the end of 

slavery. With the loss of slave labor, which was relatively inexpensive compared to wage labor, 

there were major shifts in southern agriculture. Many of the larger plantations, especially in the 

deep south, could not afford to operate as they had before the war, and tenant farming on these 

large farm properties became increasingly common. 

 

 

SLAVERY AT THE CARTER HOUSE 

  

 Fountain Branch Carter, before the Civil War, owned farmed multiple farms in 

Williamson County. This report focuses only on the Carter House property, which included a few 

hundred acres, placing the family firmly in the yeoman farmer class. In 1830, the Fountain 

Branch Carter owned eight slaves, and in 1840 he owned six slaves, five of whom were 

employed in agriculture. By 1950, his farm had grown from just over 100 acres to 300 acres, 

producing 2000 bushels of corn, 1500 bushels of oats, thirty bushels of Irish potatoes, 250 

bushels of sweet potatoes, nine tons of hay, and fifty bushels of other grass seeds with a slave 

labor force of fifteen slaves who also cared for fourteen horses, two mules, four dairy cows, ten 

cattle, 100 pigs, and produced 100 pounds of butter. The workforce grew to twenty-eight slaves 

in 1860, housed in seven slave houses, and these workers produced corn, wheat, potatoes, 

cotton, peaches, apples, and other fruit while caring for several hundred hogs and cattle, milk 

cows, and chickens.19  

 

Although much about the people enslaved at the Carter property is not known, the 

Carter family Bible lists the names of eleven “Negroes,” as well as one “Negro” death: Ishmael, 

Arthur, Wiley, George, Rachel, Ann, Eliza Jane, Fannie, William Allen, Caroline, Dick, and 

Ann.20 Also known was an enslaved couple, Jack and Calpurnia. Jack was born about 1830 and 

Calpurnia in 1825. At least five of Jack and Calpurnia’s children were born into slavery on the 

Carter farm.21   

 

At the beginning of the Civil War, Moscow Carter wrote to his wife, Callie, to inquire 

about “the farm and I want to know what the Negroes are up to and how my stocks look etc.”22 

As the war continued on, the enlistment of former slaves and freed blacks into the United States 

Army created a certain uneasiness among former slaveholders and townspeople in Middle 

Tennessee. By the spring of 1864, Moscow wrote to his brother Tod Carter: 

                                                
19

 United States Census Bureau, 1830 U.S. Federal Census, 1840 U.S. Federal Census, 1850 U.S. Federal 
Census, 1850 U.S. Federal Census – Slave Schedule, 1860 U.S. Federal Census, 1860 U.S. Federal Census – 
Slave Schedule, www.ancestry.com. 

20
 Carter Family Bible, Carter Family Private Collections, Battle of Franklin Trust Archives, Franklin, 

Tennessee. 

21
 The Battle of Franklin Trust, “The Carter House, Franklin, Tennessee,” 2012, 13-14. 

22
 Moscow Carter to wife Callie Carter, “Camp Rucker near Cumberland Ford, Kentucky, September 22, 

1861,” Battle of Franklin Trust Archives, Franklin, Tennessee.    
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We have for the first time during the Federal occupancy, of this town, a corps of -

-- soldiers, or as I heard a soldier call them the other day, “smoked Yankees” 

quartered in the vicinity.  I think there is a company yet-though I understand it will 

be increased to a regiment.  Among the citizens there is a general feeling of 

disgust, and, so far as I can understand men’s feelings, the officers and soldiers 

of the garrison are not a little chagrined at their presence.23 

 

 There are no formal records indicating whether or not Fountain Branch Carter freed his 

slaves, however, his will does show his wishes for Jack and Calpurnia to have several acres of 

land after his death.   

 

  

THE IMPACT OF EMANCIPATION   

 

 The post war years were laborious for the Carter family and the property changed 

significantly – and quickly – after the war ended.  While the records are unclear about how many 

of their former slaves stayed at the Carter farm, there are records indicating Moscow and 

Fountain Branch Carter hired African Americans to work their farm and cotton gin.   

 

The changes of the post war years took its toll on the Carter farmstead and family, 

especially Moscow. On January 7, 1870, he wrote, “I feel bad, bad, bad! Physically, I am 

altogether alright, but that is a trivial circumstance compared to my mental suffering. Today, for 

the first time in my life, I am compelled to experience the deep humiliation of having an 

execution levied to make one pay my debts. I have not the talent for making money, and fully as 

little for keeping it.” Just a week later, he wrote:  

 

An idea respecting the planting of cotton suggested itself to my mind, today, and 

I think if not too inconvenient, or forgotten, I will put it in practice this coming 

season; provided, I cultivate that crop. It is, to wet the seed and roll them in rich 

powdered manure and gypsum, mixed. The point sought to be gained by the 

process in the early germination and accelerated growth of the young plant.  I 

have rented, from father, about sixty-five acres of land, and am at a loss to 

decide to what crops to appropriate for it. Broom corn, at present, is the dominant 

idea: and though I have cherished it for some time, I can not help but have some 

misgivings about the success of the crop. It looks so much like trash. Cotton 

seems so tedious and expensive to manage, I dread it. While Indian corn 

promises so small a return in money, I do not relish it much.  Potatoes, I have 

                                                
23

 Moscow B. Carter Papers, 1853-1908: Tennessee State Library and Archives: MS Ac No 1971. See also 
Moscow Carter to Tod Carter “Family letters during the Civil War, 1861-1865,” The Battle of Franklin Trust Archives, 
Franklin, Tennessee.  
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thought too, but they are heavy to handle, and costly to transport--so out of all, I 

cannot think of a single thing that fully meets my approbation.24 

 

Moscow Carter’s writings continue on and off for many years, and they detail hiring African 

Americans, the changing landscape of the town and countryside, and his thoughts on local 

government activity.  He also wrote about his own farm, providing detailed accounts of what the 

family planted.  “At the southeast corner of the orchard near Columbia Pike running west, and 

finishing at the north end, were rows of varied trees. Two Summer Queens have been planted 

instead of Yellow Harvests-So there are but 34 of the latter. Peach Trees: Beginning at the north 

end and running East to West, 5 trees in a row. Varieties unknown.”25 He also reported, “My 

stock consists of two mules, Nelly, Sam and Nelly’s colt, two milk cows and calves, and 5 dry 

cattle, and 24 head of hogs, in other words 5 head of horses and mules, 8 head of cattle and 24 

head of hogs. This quantity of stock counts with telling the effect on my store of provider.”26 

 

As the years passed, the landscape of the Carter property began to experience change 

as well. Moscow Carter leveled the breastworks by the cotton gin and, with the original gin all 

but destroyed during the Battle of Franklin, rebuilt a larger gin house.  As the Carter property 

lost more and more of its wartime appearance, so too did the Franklin battlefield as the town 

expanded with the addition of contemporary homes, sidewalks, and roads. Moscow Carter 

bragged about the changes in an 1884 letter to Century Magazine: “The general aspect of the 

country has undergone a wonderful change.  You could hardly credit your senses were you 

suddenly transported hither.  Instead of fenceless, uncultivated, desolate farms, verdant fields, 

thrifty orchards, blooming gardens, and almost countless fresh looking homelike dwellings 

present themselves to view.  The recuperative energies of our people are simply astonishing.”27 

 

 

PRESERVATION OF THE CARTER HOUSE AND  

COMMEMORATION OF THE BATTLE OF FRANKLIN 

 

 The majority of downtown Franklin, including the Carter House site and totaling 3,840 

acres, was part of a military land grant made to Captain Anthony Sharp by the State of North 

Carolina in 1784. When Sharp died in 1812, his lands were divided with the Carter House 

property inherited by his daughter, Nancy Sharp, and her husband, Angus McPhail. They sold 

the 19 acres of their parcel on the west side of Columbia Pike to Fountain Branch Carter in 

1829. (Williamson County Minute Book No. 3, Williamson County Deeds, Book K, page 198) 

                                                
24
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27
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Their home was completed the following year. It was built in Flemish bond brick, and the clay 

from digging the basement was used to make the bricks for the house. The house was one and 

half stories and late Federal style.28 

 

 The Carter cotton gin was a central point of the 1864 Battle of Franklin and scene of 

some of the most intense fighting. A number of Confederate officers were killed at this site, 

including General Patrick Cleburne, who just before the battle had told General John Bell Hood, 

“I am ready and have more hope in the final success of our cause than at any time since the 

first gun was fired.” Colonel Cassius Merrill, the assistant adjutant-general on General Scott’s 

staff, told of coming upon General Cleburne’s body on the battlefield. He noted that the general 

was wearing only socks, and relayed his disappointment that a soldier would rob so great a 

general. The men guarding Cleburne’s body quickly correctly Colonel Merrill, relating a story of 

how the general had given his boots to an infantry soldier who had none, saying he could not 

ride wearing them while his men walked barefoot.29 

 

 The Carter’s smokehouse was also a central point of the battle, located just south of the 

Carter House on the Federal earthworks fewer than 100 yards from the cotton gin. After the 

battle, a Confederate monument was dedicated on the Franklin public square by TN 

Congressman General George W. Gordon, a Confederate officer captured during the Battle of 

Franklin. In an undated newspaper article describing the dedication, republished by the 

Williamson County Historical Society, Gordon described bullets as thick as buzzing bees and 

noted the smokehouse showed proof the desperate fighting, with almost every brick chipped or 

broken.30 

 

 The Carter House has been a leader in the preservation of the Franklin Battlefield and 

the Battle of Franklin story, as well as the host for a number of re-enactments, reunions, and 

commemoration events over the decades since opening to the public as a state historic site. 

Site preservation and battle commemoration efforts have been led by Carter family members, 

battle survivors, Franklin residents, government representatives, and the public. The sentiment 

driving these efforts was perhaps best captured during the opening ceremonies of the Battle of 

Franklin re-enactment in 1989, in a welcoming speech given by T. Patton Adams. After 

recounting the story of the battle and the fight for family, home, and land, Adams concluded by 

saying, “Now it’s our time to safeguard our land. You and I, and soon our children. For the honor 

of those who came before us, for the sake of those who follow, I pray we do it well. I pray we do 

                                                
28

 Moscow Carter, “The Historic Carter House Talks,” Carter House Collection; Black & Black Preservation 
Consultants, “Architectural Conservation Assessment, The Carter House, Franklin, Tennessee,” July 27, 1994, Carter 
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29
 “Newspaper Articles from the Scrapbook of Mary Nichols Britt: The Carter Cotton Gin,” Williamson County 

Historical Society, No. 21 (Spring 1990), 7. 

30
 “Newspaper Articles from the Scrapbook of Mary Nichols Britt: Franklin Battlefield,” Williamson County 

Historical Society, No. 21 (Spring 1990), 7. 
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it successfully. That is the greatest honor - the greatest honor - we can ever give to their 

memory.”31 

 

 

DESIGNATION AS STATE HISTORIC SITE 

 

 In 1896, Moscow Carter sold the property to S.G. Williams, who sold immediately to O.E. 

Daniels. In 1910, Daniels sold to Roberta “Robbie” Hunter, who later married Joe Ullathorn. 

Hunter added a number of Colonial Revival elements, including adding dormers and a portico to 

the front around 1913-1914, cutting the original stepped parapets down to the gable line, and 

adding a new wing to the southwest corner of the house by 1928.32 

  

The site was later used as rental property, during which time its condition deteriorated, 

and by the 1930s and 1940s it was in danger of demolition. Few buildings that witnessed the 

Battle of Franklin remained standing, so Mary Britt, the great-granddaughter of Fountain Branch 

Carter, led efforts to have the site preserved.33 

 

 In 1951, the State of Tennessee purchased the Carter House property for $20,000 as a 

shrine to the Battle of Franklin.34 The Carter House Association was formed at that time to 

administer the property, under the supervision of the Tennessee Historical Commission. The 

Governor appointed trustees to the Carter House Association Board, and $6,000 was 

appropriated for the maintenance of the property over the first two years.35 Among the earliest 

repairs to the house were the removal of the Colonial Revival elements, rebuilding the stepped 

parapets, repairing interior plaster, raising the floor level of the rear ell, and constructing a new 

end chimney and a new rear porch. The Farm Office, which has been attached to the rear ell, 

was returned to its original location on the southern property line next to the smokehouse. 
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 T. Patton Adams, “The Battle of Franklin: A Speech Given by T. Patton Adams for the Opening 
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Shortly after the purchase, Moscow Carter passed away, although prior to his death he 

expressed satisfaction in living “long enough to see the Old Carter House endowed as a state 

shrine.”36 

 

 The site was officially dedicated and opened to the public in a ceremony on May 14, 

1953.37 The program included a welcome address by Franklin’s mayor, Frank Gray, as well as 

comments from Gordon Browning, Prentice Cooper, Stanley Horn, and Dan Robison, all from 

the Tennessee Historical Commission.38 

 

 

DESIGNATION OF FRANKLIN BATTLEFIELD NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 

 

National Historic Landmarks are places that demonstrate exceptional value in 

commemorating or illustrating the history of the United States. The program is overseen by the 

National Park Service. All National Historic Landmarks were automatically added to the National 

Register of Historic Places after its creation in 1966. Buildings, sites, structures, objects, and 

districts may be nominated as National Historic Landmarks if they are the location with the 

strongest association with a significant event in American history, the best location to tell the 

story of an individual who played a significant role in American history, an exceptional 

representation of a particular construction method or building type in the country, or have the 

potential to yield new information through archeology. 

 

 The Franklin Battlefield, including the Carter House, Carnton Plantation and Cemetery, 

Winstead Hill, and Fort Granger, was designated as a National Historic Landmark in 1961. At 

the June 11, 1961 meeting of the Carter House Association, Lawrence Quist of the National 

Park Service presented the group with the National Landmark certificate.39 At the Carter House 

property, the Carter House, kitchen, smokehouse, and office are contributing structures to the 

landmark, while the slave house and visitors center are non-contributing. The Franklin 

Battlefield was listed for its significance as a Civil War site, being the location of the greatest 

number of casualties among generals, with six killed, one captured, and five wounded. It is also 

regarded as the point in the war in which hope of a Southern victory faded completely. The 

Confederate Cemetery at Carnton Plantation is the only all-Confederate cemetery in 

Tennessee.40  
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EARLY PRESERVATION AND COMMEMORATION EFFORTS 

 

 For the 1961-1962 fiscal year, the Carter House Association received their usual $2500 

annual grant-in-aid for maintenance. That year, they requested an increase in their grant-in-aid 

amount, which was denied because the funds were given through a state appropriations bill, 

which could not be changed between legislative sessions. However, the Tennessee Historical 

Commission invited the board to submit requests for capital expenses above the grant-in-aid 

amount, which could be considered on a case-by-case basis.41 To prepare for the Centennial of 

the Civil War, they requested additional appropriations of $2,000. With these funds, they added 

a no-climb metal fence around the property, wallpapered the parlor and painted the interior 

woodwork of the Carter House, added outdoor flood lights, purchased candlesticks and other 

house furnishings, and added lamps for the back porch of the Carter House.42 

 

 They also received $1,000 in additional funds to prepare for the 100th Anniversary of the 

Battle of the Franklin in 1964. One of the biggest projects that year was the reconstruction of a 

slave cabin on what was believed to be the site of an original Carter House slave cabin. The 

building had been deconstructed and moved from another site, and after being rebuilt on the 

Carter House property, was cleaned and treated for termites. Other projects included repairs to 

the retaining wall at the front of the property, new furnishings for the upstairs bedrooms of the 

Carter House, and restocking the gift shop.43 

 

 In 1965, the Carter House Association successfully appealed to the Tennessee 

Historical Commission and the Tennessee Department of Transportation to have signage added 

to US Highway 31, US Highway 431, and State highway 96 directing tourists to the Carter 

House site.44 

 

 In 1966, the Carter House Board of Directors requested an additional $1000 from the 

Tennessee Historical Commission to increase the salary of their curator from $6.00 per day to 

$10.00 per day and that of the assistant curator from $5.00 per day to $8.00 per day.45 The 

following year, the Tennessee Historical Commission provided $2500 to supplement these 

salaries. The board also started a contingency fund at this time, to be used in case of 

emergencies.46 
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 That same year, a $1,000 grant from the Tennessee Historical Commission was used by 

to conduct a site survey for a proposed museum and interpretation center.47 The Association 

commissioned architect Charles W. Westerfield, Jr., to conduct the survey, which was 

completed that November. In Westerfield’s report, he noted that although the Carter House site 

was well operated and well maintained, its proximity to other buildings and its lack of graphic 

interpretation left visitors to the site wanting. He recommended the acquisition of adjacent 

properties and the addition of an interpretive center, especially since there was no other Civil 

War interpretation in the area at the time despite the importance of the Battle of Franklin.48 This 

study was discussed at the December 1967 meeting of the Tennessee Historical Commission, 

and they requested a more complete study including further discussion with Westerfield and 

plans for financing and land acquisition.49  

 

 Through most of the 1960s, state funding continued in the amount of $2500 annually, 

intended for use in capital projects. In 1966, the board again requested an increase in their 

grant-in-aid amount to $5000 annually, citing increasing costs of labor, services, and materials 

to maintain the property. Although they did not receive the increase at that time, they did receive 

an additional $3000 in 1970 for capital projects and another $6000 in 1976 for restoration of the 

slave cabin.50 

 

 In the 1980s, the Carter House Board of Directors began working with the Tennessee 

Historical Commission to identify the major repairs needed to preserve the site and maintain it 

as a tourist attraction. A 1987 “Top Ten Long-Range Wish List” produced by the board 

prioritized preserving the bricks and mortar, leaving educational and personnel growth goals to 

be achieved through other avenues. The list included addressing moisture problems, restoration 

of the slave cabin, installing climate control systems, conducting scholarly research on the 

architecture of the buildings, adding  new entrance and parking lot, develop a long-range 

grounds plan that included signage and plantings, improve site security, invest in updated 

technology for the museum, determine the maximum use for the outbuildings, and expanding 

the existing museum to include more storage, office, and programming space.51  

 

By 1989, many of these improvements were underway. The slave cabin had been 

inspected to identify its restoration needs, which would return the appearance of the building to 

an 1829-1840 time period of the purposes of interpretation. The cabin required several elements 

to be modified, including its chimney, foundation, framing, roof shingles, overhang structure, 

gutters, fireplace, sleeping loft, and shutters, as well as modern concerns about drainage and 
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heating. The Carter House chimneys were also inspected for needed repairs, which including 

adding a concrete cap to the north chimney, the south chimney required similar cap repairs, and 

the dining wing chimney was identified as having been rebuilt. All three chimneys had been 

inappropriately sandblasted in the 1950s, removing protective finishes and causing some of the 

moisture problems that had been observed.52 

 

 In 1986, paint analysis indicated that the original paint in the foyer was a bright mint 

green shade, although a more muted tone was used to repaint the room. A blueish marble 

baseboard was also used throughout the house.53 In 1998, additional paint analysis conducted 

by Matthew John Mosca of Baltimore, Maryland, revealed that the Carter House front door and 

rear doors were painted with a faux wood grain finish; the rear porch post, rear door frames, and 

front facade woodwork were a glossy stone color; the gable end window frames and rear ell 

siding were white lead paint; while the back porch surfaces and rear ell window frames were 

unpainted until the twentieth century.54 

 

 Visitation to the Carter House increased from 10,000 in 1989 to over 25,000 people 

annually by 1993. With this increase in public interest, the Carter House staff was able to secure 

funding for the restoration of the interior of the house to the 19th century.55 With this continued 

growth, it became clear that additional assessment and planning was needed to effectively 

operate the Carter House. A 1994 architectural conservation assessment by Black & Black 

Preservation Consultants recommended a number of bricks and mortar repairs, as well as 

several planning projects. The firm recommended development of a master plan to guide and 

prioritize repairs and maintenance, a thorough research report to guide interpretation, and a 

schedule for routine inspections and maintenance projects. Areas in need of immediate repair 

included the damaged masonry and drainage problems at the smokehouse, drainage problems 

at the rear porch and an outdated firebox at the Carter House, exposed electrical wiring in all 

the buildings, and tree branches overhanging the historic buildings.56 

 

 Planning for the current Visitors’ Center began in the early 1980s, and the building was 

completed in 1983. Over the next decade, however, the building became quickly outdated and 

inadequate as Carter House programs continued to grow. A 1994 assessment of the site 

recommended an addition to the existing, in the very least, to accommodate growing programs 

and to increase security for the museum collections with the addition of a sprinkler system. 

(Black & Black Preservation Consultants, “Architectural Conservation Assessment,” July 27, 

1994, Carter House Collection.) 
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 In 2007, the State of Tennessee funded a large rehabilitation project at the Carter 

House, including repairs to the main house, slave cabin, smokehouse, and farm office. Much of 

the woodwork in the Carter House had deteriorated, so repairs included repainting the wood 

faux finish on the front doors and the family room door, replacing the rear porch stair railing 

system and bottom newel post, replacing sections of the rear porch floor, and replacing the 

family room shutter. Broken glass in the front entrance sidelights was also replaced. The slave 

cabin roof had deteriorated, as well as some of the siding in the gable ends and the daubing 

between logs. The smokehouse also needed the roof to be replaced. Much of the masonry was 

in need of repair as well, and a few missing bricks were carefully replaced to ensure battle 

damaged bricks were not disturbed, the stone foundation and exterior were repointed, and new 

limestone added to fill holes in the foundation. The brick on the interior of the smokehouse had 

also deteriorated and was replaced with salvaged 19th century brick and repointed. The Farm 

Office received an exterior paint job, careful to not fill in the remaining bullet holes.57 

 

 Once this work began, further evaluation of the Farm Office revealed significant damage 

to the floor structure, with the perimeter sill and about one-quarter of the floor joists having 

rotted so much that there was a visible drop in the southeast corner of the building. In 2008, the 

State of Tennessee funded repairs to floor joists and sill, as well as removing all modern 

electrical systems and repairing and repainting the plaster walls and ceiling.58 

 

 After acquiring the former Franklin High School property adjacent to the Carter House 

site, TRC Environmental Corporation conducted an archaeological assessment of several areas 

of both parcels. The Battle of Franklin Trust intended to reconstruct a fence along the front of 

the property and to remove a paved driveway, restoring the front of the site more its appearance 

during the Battle of Franklin. TRC was consulted on potential impacts of this work but 

discovered no archaeological deposits in this part of the site. Based on battle histories, it was 

suspected that Union defensive earthworks might have been located between Columbia Pike 

and the Carter farm office on the south side of the property, but no indication of these were 

discovered. The area with the most potential to reveal archaeological information was the 

backyard of the Carter House. Excavation of this area indicated “a light but consistent scatter of 

domestic debris related to general, everyday life of Carter House property residents in the mid-

19th through the early 20th centuries,” and TRC recommended focusing future investigations on 

this site specifically. Investigations of the adjacent school property revealed nearly ten feet of fill 

across most of the site, making it unlikely that archaeological information could be obtained.59 

 

 

RE-ENACTMENTS AND DESCENDANTS REUNIONS 
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 The Nashville Daily American reported on September 24, 1887: “McGavock’s Grove, 

situated between the beautiful cemetery with its marble headstones and the modest monument, 

all enclosed by a neat substantial fence and the famous cotton gin, and was never in better 

condition that today, for a large assembly.”60  While the acknowledged commemoration took 

place in McGavock’s Grove in 1877, only twelve years after the battle of Franklin.  Former 

Confederate Colonel Moscow B. Carter took an active role during the events. As years past, 

veterans returned to the battlefield at Franklin, making the walk from McGavock’s Grove next to 

the cemetery to the Carter House, remembering the horrifying carnage and valor of their 

comrades. 

 

Multiple reunions held from the 1880s to 1910 were full of fanfare. The Nashville Daily 

American reported on September 15, 1892, “the court-house and business section of the city [of 

Franklin] are decorated with flags and bunting from roof to floor and many of the residences are 

likewise making quite a brilliant show.  Union and Confederate flags of all sizes are hung and 

draped together, but the United States flag largely predominates.”61   

 

The fiftieth commemoration of the Battle of Franklin occurred in 1914.  Blue and gray 

showed support for the reunion of the nation with each veteran wore a button saying, “Whether 

blue or gray, it makes no difference to us. We’re all friends and brothers now.”62 Determined to 

ask Congress for $250,000 for a national battlefield park in Franklin, the veterans decided on a 

design plan for the Carter House and Columbia Pike area. The veterans wanted an arch to 

stretch over the pike etched with the names of all officers who participated in the battle; 

however, an arch never became part of the landscape.63 

 

 The Battle of Franklin Re-enactment Association, Inc. formed in 1988 to plan the 125th 

anniversary of the Battle of Franklin. Over 300 people participated in organizing the four-day 

event, which took place on the 800 acres known as Aspen Grove, located at the northeast 

corner of Franklin Road and Mack Hatcher Bypass. Volunteers constructed replicas of the 

Carter House, Carter cotton gin, and earthworks. The event was supported by the TN 

Department of Tourist Development, Williamson County, Lojac Enterprises, and Vulcan 

Materials. In spite of freezing temperatures, tent fires, and water shortages, approximately 

35,000-40,000 people attended the re-enactment, including 4,000 re-enactors, with all proceeds 

dedicated to the preservation of Battle of Franklin sites.64 
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 In 1997, all descendants of Union and Confederate soldiers who fought in the Battle of 

Franklin were invited to “return to Franklin and walk in the footsteps of their ancestors” at a 

descendants reunion hosted at the Carter House. The $100 ticket includes all tours and 

lectures, and proceeds were used toward the ongoing preservation of the site.65 

 

 The second descendants reunion was hosted at the Carter House in October 1998. The 

weekend’s program included opening ceremonies, lectures on the Battle of Franklin, a luncheon 

on the grounds of the Carter House, a reception at the Lotz House, tours of the battlefield, 

stories from the descendants who attended the event, and a church service at the Confederate 

Cemetery at the Carnton Plantation.66 This was followed by a third descendants reunion at the 

Carter House in October 2002. During the three-day event, over 130 participants. enjoyed an 

opening ceremony, lectures on the Battle of the Franklin and the War, stories by descendants, 

and tours of the battlefield and related sites around Franklin. The $100 ticket supported the 

ongoing preservation efforts at the Carter House.67 
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